
Introduced by Council Member Brown:

ORDINANCE 2006-1376
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 154 (ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES), SECTION 154.107, (SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN MUNICIPAL PARKS OR ON CITY-OWNED OR LEASED PROPERTY; PENALTY) ORDINANCE CODE, TO REPEAL SUBSECTION 154.107(d)(2); AUTHORIZING THE SALE, SERVICE AND CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT NONTEAM MARTIAL ARTS EVENTS ON CITY OWNED FACILITIES; PROVIDING FOR A REPORT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the subject of the service and consumption of alcoholic beverages at city facilities in general and sporting events in particular has been one prompting fair debate and consideration of the balancing of interests of public safety and personal freedoms; and
WHEREAS, Chapter 154 (Alcoholic Beverages) has been amended numerous times, yet contained in that chapter over the years has been a prohibition of the consumption and service of alcoholic beverages at “any nonteam martial arts event or contest such as, but not limited to, boxing, wrestling (including team wrestling), karate and other similar martial art events”; and
WHEREAS, the City has seen fit to make exceptions to this prohibition (Guns and Hoses) and, given improved security at all sporting events, there now appears to be no sound reason to distinguish between most “contact” sporting events (including professional football) and nonteam martial arts events; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that a repeal of the “nonteam” martial arts prohibition will not disserve the public interests, and that the Department of Parks, Recreation, Entertainment and Conservation can advise the Council in twelve (12) months as to any problems with the implementation of this ordinance; now therefore 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1. Section 154.107(d)(2) Repealed.  Chapter 154 (Alcoholic Beverages) Section 154.107 (Sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages in municipal parks or on city-owned or leased property; penalty) Ordinance Code is hereby amended by repealing former subsection 154.107(d)(2) and having section 154.107(d) read as follows:


Sec. 154.107. Sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages in municipal parks or on City-owned or -leased property; penalty.

(a)   Except as provided in this Section, it shall be unlawful and a class B offense for any person to sell, serve or consume any alcoholic beverage upon public streets or sidewalks, at any City park or playground, at or in any City building or on any property owned, leased or occupied by the City. Property leased by the City means property not owned by the City but subject to a lease agreement granting the City the right to possess or occupy the property. Property occupied by the City means property neither owned nor leased by the City but in or upon which the City has an apparent right of occupancy.
*  *  *

(c)   Alcoholic beverages, which have been purchased or served from a City-owned or -leased location, may be sold, served and consumed at any time at the following locations:

(1)   Veterans Memorial Arena;
*  *  *

(15)   The Jacksonville Main Library; and

(16)   Any other property owned or leased by the City where the Mayor, or his authorized designee, determines that the sale, service or consumption of alcoholic beverages would be in the best interest of the City. The best interest of the City means that the Mayor, or his designee, has reviewed the following factors and determined that their net overall impact is beneficial to the City and the public as a whole:

(i)   The likely public safety, public health, economic, and other similar or related impacts on the property and surrounding community;

(ii)   The availability of law enforcement and fire-rescue personnel and insurance and indemnification for events on or about the property; and

(iii)   The likely fiscal/economic impacts on the City; arising from a designation that the property be available for the sale, service or consumption of alcoholic beverages.

(d)   Notwithstanding the provisions for the sale of alcoholic beverages as set forth in subsection (c) of this Section, the sale, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages shall not be allowed at the following types of events:

(1)   Any event at which the average age of the participants or the spectators, in the opinion of the Mayor, or his authorized designee, is under the age of 21;

(2)   Any nonteam martial arts event or contest such as, but not limited to, boxing, wrestling (including team wrestling), karate and other similar martial art events;

(23)   Any event sanctioned by a governing body when the rules of that body prohibit the sale, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages at such events;

(34)   Any event at which the City, lessee, or sponsoring organization of the event specifically requests in writing to the Mayor, or his authorized designee, that alcoholic beverages not be sold, served or consumed at such event; and

(45)   Any events at which the sale, service and consumption of alcoholic beverages is otherwise prohibited by local, state or federal law. 
*  *  *

Section 2.  Report. The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation, Entertainment and Conservation shall, twelve months after the effective date of this ordinance, report to the Council on the negative and or positive effects of the implementation of this ordinance.
Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor(s signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Steven E. Rohan
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